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as your lordship has predicted, be ignited by your injured, insulted, and powerful enemies, and, in a moment of unexpected fate, like your overthrow
in America, shiver to atoms the entire fabric of your national greatness. In referring to the second point of this letter, | have already proved that the
Madiai were not condemned for reading the Bible. The statement put forth in the public prints is utterly false. Their crime was holding unlawful
meetings with closed doors, contrary to the laws of the Tuscan Conventicle Act, in which unlawful meetings, held without even demanding a license,
a band of foreign conspirators, by bribery, by ridicule of the clergy, by caricaturing the Catholic religion, by reviling the laws, by distributing
inflammatory fly sheets, encouraged sedition, violated the public peace, and laid the foundation, as far as lay in their power, of these sudden and
disastrous revolutions which convulsed all the neighbouring states, and had nearly crumbled five ancient thrones. And while discussing this part of
my subject, | shall take leave to remind your lordship of the standing, imperishable, eternal lie which the Protestant Church has stereotyped in all her
books, lectures, sermons, letters, speeches, through every part of the world where her literature is cultivated, where her power is felt and her voice
heard. This enormous, unfading lie, my lord, is, that the Catholic Church will not permit the reading of the...
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