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on demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject Politics -
International Politics - Topic: European Union, grade: 1,7, University of Hamburg, language: English,
abstract: On June 12, 2.8 million Irish voters got the chance to move the European Union one step
further by voting in favour of the Treaty of Lisbon. Ireland was the only European country that
allowed its citizens to express their opinion on the Treaty by means of a referendum. Suspense was
created by the fact that a non-ratification of only one country was enough to stop the whole treaty.
Just a little more than half of the Irish people went to the polls so that eventually 860,000 no votes
were enough to obtain a majority. Less than a million people were able stop a treaty which was
supposed to make the EU and its institutions, regulations and law finally suitable for 27 member
states and 492 million Europeans in a constantly changing world, facing new problems like
terrorism and climate change. All member states of the EU had agreed on the Treaty...
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