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**xxx Although repeatedly invaded, conquered, and ruled by others, Armenia has preserved its national and cultural identity for more than 2,600
years. Armenians take great pride in the fact that for a few generations during the time of Pompeii and Julius Caesar, Armenia was powerful
enough to challenge the Roman Empire. Its subsequent history was marked by many struggles for independence and by the domination of many
foreign powers. The foundations of Armenian civilization were laid in the sixth century B.C. on the ruins of the ancient kingdom of Urartu. In about
550 B.C., the area became a province of Persia s Achaemenian Empire. In 331 B.C., Armenia was overrun by Alexander the Great and, in 301 B.C,, it
became part of the Seleucid Empire. With Rome s conquest of the Seleucids in 190-189 B.C., Armenia was divided into two provinces: Greater
Armenia and Sophene. The nation was reunified by King Tigranes Il (95-55 B.C.) and reached the height of its power, extending its dominion to the
neighboring regions of Albania and Atropatene (both now in Azerbaijan), Syria, and part of Parthia. In 66 B.C., however, Tigranes was forced to
cede territory and form an alliance with Rome. Armenia subsequently became the focus of the Roman and Parthian-Persian rivalry that lasted until
the third century A.D. By converting Arsacid King Tiridates Ill, the ruler of Parthia, to Christianity, St. Gregory the Illuminator brought about Armenia
s permanent break from Persia and the East. Christianity became the official religion of the Armenian state in A.D. 300. In about A.D. 390, the country
was divided into Byzantine Armenia and Persian Armenia The annexation of Armenia by the briefly revived Byzantine Empire...
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