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Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1841 Excerpt: .many years, the needle has declined to the west. Observations made
at Yale College, New Haven, and by Nathaniel Goodwin, Esq., of Hartford, agree with those of the late Mr. De Witt. In June, 1805, the writer
commenced observing the declination of the magnetic needle, at Hebron, in Connecticut, and he has continued his observations to the present date,
June, 1835. The same compass, with the same needle, has been set at the same place, and to the same object. During that period, the north end of
the needle declined to the west 1 20 . At the former date, the declination was 4 50 W. The annual motion of the needle has not been uniformly steady.
In some years rt was more rapid than in others, and, in one or two instances, for a period of three or four years, none, except the diurnal motion,
could be discovered. The west declination is still increasing. While at so many places in the northern states, and at many more which might be
mentioned, the west declination has increased, at Salem, in Massachusetts, according to the observations of Dr. Bowditch, it has steadily decreased.
In 1580, at London, the magnetic needle pointed eleven degrees and a half to the east of north, which proves that the line of no declination was then
east of that place. The east declination diminished until 1657, when the line of no declination arrived there, and passed by; of course, west
declination commenced,...
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