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Harvard University Press. Hardcover. Condition: New. 296 pages. The existence of two Chinese statesone controlling mainland China, the other
controlling the island of Taiwanis oBen understood as a seemingly inevitable outcome of the Chinese civil war. Defeated by Mao Zedong, Chiang
Kai-sheks Nationalists fled to Taiwan to establish a rival state, thereby creating the Two Chinas dilemma that vexes international diplomacy to this
day. Accidental State challenges this conventional narrative to oCer a new perspective on the founding of modern Taiwan. Hsiao-ting Lin marshals
extensive research in recently declassified archives to show that the creation of a Taiwanese state in the early 1950s owed more to serendipity than
careful geostrategic planning. It was the cumulative outcome of ad hoc half-measures and imperfect compromises, particularly when it came to
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