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***** Excerpt from The Encyclopaedia and Dictionary of Education, Vol. 1 of 4 A Comprehensive Encyclopaedia of Education has been a
desideratum for many years. The Education Act of 1902 was the culmination of a long struggle for national elementary education. In the whole
period from the time of the Industrial Revolution of the latter half of the eighteenth century onwards, with constantly increasing vision, men and
women came to realize the close connection of the educational with all the social movements of the times, and the multitudinous significance of
education in the development of the national life. Two kinds of investigators into education gave themselves up ungrudgingly to educational
problems in the latter part of the nineteenth century - those who concerned themselves with the educational problems of elementary schools for the
children of the people, or, as we may call it, the quantitative side of education; and the other class of inquirers who were rather devoted to the
question: What would education be at its best, in all its stages; or the qualitative side. The former class was much the more numerous, for it included
statesmen and politicians, social reformers and philanthropists, ministers of religion, enthusiastic elementary teachers, and hard-headed and high-
souled working men. Numerous societies had been formed, such as the Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor, the Sunday School Union,
the British and Foreign School Society, the National School Society, and later, the Birmingham League, the National Education Union, the Welsh
Education Alliance. Movements like the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge were strengthened. But most vital were organizations like
the Moral Force Chartists, expanding into a National Union of the...
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