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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Story of
Mankind By Hendrik Van Loon, Ph.D. Humans (variously Homo sapiens and Homo sapiens sapiens) are primates of the family Hominidae, and the
only extant species of the genus Homo. Humans are distinguished from other primates by their bipedal locomotion, and especially by their relatively
larger brain with its particularly well developed neocortex, prefrontal cortex and temporal lobes, which enable high levels of abstract reasoning,
language, problem solving, and culture through social learning. Humans use tools to a much higher degree than any other animal, and are the only
extant species known to build fires and cook their food, as well as the only known species to clothe themselves and create and use numerous other
technologies and arts. The scientific study of humans is the discipline of anthropology. Thus, WHEN I was twelve or thirteen years old, an uncle of
mine who gave me my love for books and pictures promised to take me upon a memorable expedition. I was to go with him to the top of the tower
of Old Saint Lawrence in Rotterdam. And so, one fine day, a sexton with a key as large as that of Saint Peter opened a mysterious door. Ring the bell,
he said, when you come back and want to get out, and with a great grinding of rusty old hinges he separated us from the noise of the busy street
and locked us into a world of new and strange experiences. For the first time in my life I was confronted by the phenomenon of audible silence.
When we had climbed the first flight of stairs, I added another discovery to my limited knowledge of natural phenomena-that of tangible darkness.
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