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The Blackburn Press, United States, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 221 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Originally published in 1990, continued requests for copies of Perspectives on Plant Competition by James B. Grace and David Tilman
have demonstrated its utility to practitioners and especially to students. The dynamics and outcomes of plant interactions are of increasingly great
interest and importance to ecologists and environmental biologists. Ever since the effects of global environmental change have emerged as a major
issue, ecologists have increasingly focused their work on predicting the responses of natural systems to environmental changes. This has forced us
to confront both the unknowns and the complexity of species interactions. Simply put, it is now clear that, without a better understanding of the
mechanisms of plant interactions, we will not be able to predict the responses of communities and ecosystems to elevated nitrogen deposition, to
changes in species composition and diversity, to elevated atmospheric CO2, to climate change, or to invasive exotic species. Work on plant
interactions has continued unabated of course since the original printing of Perspectives on Plant Competition but the title is generally held to have
had a positive effect on subsequent work on plant interactions, both by showcasing the variety of ways in which competition can be approached
and by substantially reducing some of the confusion about issues that existed before its publication. It still has an important role to play in guiding
future research on plant interactions. Perhaps an additional, continuing value is in the example it serves for the maturation of an important
ecological topic. The lasting message of this book is that one cannot fully understand an idea without understanding the perspective upon which it
is based, including the systems that have inspired the idea and...
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