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***** On April 16, 2007, Seung Hui Cho, 23, a student at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University ( Virginia Tech ) in Blacksburg, Virginia,
carried out what would become one of the deadliest school shootings in the world. Around 7:15 a.m., Cho fatally shot a female student in her
dormitory room in West Ambler Johnston Residential Hall and then shot the building s residential advisor. Approximately two-and-a-half hours
later, Cho entered Norris Hall, a lecture building, and shot numerous students and faculty before killing himself. In total, Cho killed 32 (27 students
and five faculty members) and wounded 17. Some of the wounded individuals were struck by gunfire while others were injured trying to jump from
the building. This killing spree stunned the nation and questions echoed throughout the country from parents, administrators, and government
officials alike. In response, Virginia Governor Timothy Kaine established the Virginia Tech Review Panel (VTRP) on June 18, 2007, to gain a better
understanding of the incident and its underlying causes so that steps could be taken to minimize the chances of a similar tragedy happening again.
At the federal level, President George W. Bush charged Attorney General Alberto Gonzales, Department of Education Secretary Margaret Spellings,
and Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Michael Leavitt to convene meetings throughout the country focused on the issues raised
by the Virginia Tech tragedy. Meetings were subsequently held with college and university representatives, local and state leaders, law enforcement
officials, and mental health care providers. President Bush instructed Secretary Leavitt to summarize the lessons learned from these meetings and
to recommend how the federal government could help prevent similar incidents in the future. On June...
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