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**xxxx Excerpt from Historical Souvenir of Williamson County, Illinois: Being a Brief Review of the County From Date of Founding to the Present The
evolution of book-making has, in out time, reached such a stage of perfection that the non-professional public has been trained to expect the
impossible. With them the printer (unfortunate man) has only to wave his hand and cry let there be light and there is light - printed, illustrated,
bound and delivered. They never know of the weary days of the canvasser; the exhausting drudgery of the brain wracking burner of the midnight oil
as he grinds but his grist; the patient, never-ceasing, yet swift and unerring compositor as he nimbly fingers the leaden messengers; or the lightning-
like manipulator of the linotype miracle. They know not the woes of that universal walking encyclopedia, the proof-reader: or the vexations of the
editor. No sooner do they read or hear of a new book, then it is on the market. The dear public is out for entertainment; it looks for good lights and
a comfortable seat, fine music and an interesting play, and it is not expected to go nosing around after the rigging that shifts the scenery. So ye
Souvenir Book man is not astonished that the dear innocent public looked for the work of months to be accomplished in as many days. Nor does he
wonder that some enthusiastic patrons found it difficult to maintain their interest through the eighteen months of arduous labor required to perfect
the volumn now given to the public. And this sufficiently explains the omissions of prominent persons, places and things from the book. The author
wanted them all,...
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