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*xxxx Excerpt from Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, Vol. 27: The Orders of Mammals In 1904 Professor Henry Fairfield Osborn
requested his assistant, the present writer, to prepare a brief outline of the history of the ordinal classification of the mammals for use in the
Columbia University course on the Evolution of the Mammalia. The preliminary sketch having raised so many interesting problems relating to
important principles, Professor Osborn suggested the continuation of the work and very generously assumed the chief expense of the investigation.
Part I, dealing with the genetic relations of the mammalian orders, was begun in 1907 and has been carried on through the generosity of Professor
Osborn and of Charles Gregory, Esq., to whom the author s cordial acknowledgments are hereby tendered. Part | of the present work is offered not
as an exhaustive history of the subject but as a series of stages in the history of the ordinal classification of the mammals, i. e, as an outline with
sufficient details to make clear the more important steps. The main interest of the writer has been centered, however, not so much upon the history
as upon the actual problem of ordinal classification, which involves the theme discussed in Part Il, namely, the evolution and genetic interrelations
of the mammalian orders. This problem in its manifold aspects has long engaged the attention of the writer, especially in connection with his duties
as assistant and lecturer in the above mentioned university course on recent and fossil mammals conducted by Professor Osborn. It also continually
recurs at the American Museum of Natural History, where during the last decade the writer has had the...
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