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***x* Air emissions from outer continental shelf (OCS) operations are subject to different regulatory programs, depending on the location of the
operation. The Department of the Interior (DOI) has jurisdiction over OCS sources in federal waters in the western Gulf of Mexico and most of the
central Gulf. In addition, the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2012 (P.L. 112-74), transferred air emission authority in the OCS off Alaska s north
coast from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to DOI. EPA has jurisdiction over sources in all other federal waters. The primary difference
between the EPA and DOI programs is rooted in the different statutory authorities: the 1990 Clean Air Act (CAA) and the 1978 Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act (OCSLA). The primary objectives of these statutes are different-air quality versus offshore energy development. The two regulatory
programs reflect these underlying differences. For much of the past 30 years, these differences received little attention, primarily because most of
the federal oil and gas resources in EPA s jurisdiction have been subject to moratoria. In 2008, moratoria provisions expired, potentially opening
many of the areas in EPA s jurisdiction to oil and gas leasing activity. If more OCS areas in EPA s jurisdiction are open for oil and gas leasing,
policymakers interest in these differences will likely increase. For OCS sources in EPA s jurisdiction, requirements depend on whether the source is
located within 25 miles of a state s seaward boundary ( inner OCS sources ) or beyond ( outer OCS sources ). Inner OCS sources are subject to the
same requirements as comparable onshore emission sources, which vary by state and depend on the area s air quality status; outer sources...
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