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(OCoL(C)423408845 Subject: Energy development -- Research -- United States. Excerpt: . . . at were considering today, not only reauthorizes the
research and development components of the Energy Policy Act of 1905. But it doubles the authorization funding from 2009 to 2013, hopefully
countering the drop in government funding for energy research and development efforts that weve seen since the 1970s. This increase in my mind
anyway, is a necessary one. All of our goals to become a more energy efficient nation and to be less dependent on unstable, foreign sources of
energy rely on advances in technology advances in the know how. If were going to be the leader in energy technology investment, in R and D, is a
must. The two are certainly not mutually exclusive. On another front as we get into the details of energy efficiency, alternative fuels and other
specifics of energy policy, it can be easy to overlook the people power that are needed to make this work. Its an issue that we recognize that we cant
neglect. Half of electric utility workers and oil and gas workers are eligible and likely to retire in the next 2 to 5 years. The subsurface geotechnical
work force faces a similar challenge. Our challenge then is to figure out how we attract, how we retain new workers in those fields. The legislative
proposal were looking at seeks to support programs that provide this training from secondary schools and trade schools on up to graduate
programs. So what were trying to do is figure out how we grow the work force. We know that the workers are going to be needed. The jobs certainly
in...
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