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*****The Road to Wigan Pier by George Orwell. In Wigan | stayed for a while with a miner who was suffering from nystagmus. He could see across
the room but not much further. He had been drawing compensation of twenty-nine shillings a week for the past nine months, but the colliery
company were now talking of putting him on partial compensation of fourteen shillings a week. It all depended on whether the doctor passed him
as fit for light work on top . Even if the doctor did pass him there would, needless to say, be no light work available, but he could draw the dole and
the company would have saved itself fifteen shillings a week. Watching this man go to the colliery to draw his compensation, | was struck by the
profound differences that are still made by status. Here was a man who had been half blinded in one of the most useful of all jobs and was drawing
a pension to which he had a perfect right, if anybody has a right to anything. Yet he could not, so to speak, demand this pension - he could not, for
instance, draw it when and how he wanted it. He had to go to the colliery once a week at a time named by the company, and when he got there he
was kept waiting about for hours in the cold wind. For all | know he was also expected to touch his cap and show gratitude to whoever paid him; at
any rate he had to waste an afternoon and spend sixpence in bus fares. It is very different for a member of the bourgeoisie, even such a...
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