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Punto Press LLC. Paperback. Condition: New. 424 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x 5.5in. x 0.9in.It is a misnomer to call this novel a spy story. Though it
chronicles the adventures and mishaps of a handful of spies, all looking for meaning in the world, it is more. Above all it is a meditation on love,
betrayal, duplicity, morality, the young, the old, Europe, America, the Soviet Union, terrorism and the Cold War. The book revolves around two
characters from different ages and different worlds. The first is the Cold War veteran, Anatoly Nikitin Schmidt, a man of mixed backgrounds and
loyalties. Whether he is a double or triple agent is difficult to tell. He moves with ease between his Soviet handler, Borya and his American handler,
Cliff, Sr. The novels sometimes narrator, Karl Heinz, forms a second pole. Pill and alcohol dependent, it is in this Italian-German we see the damage
that has been done to the children of the Cold War warriors. What worthwhile causes exists for my generation he laments. The era of great
ideologies is over. For us, heroic causes are foreign ones. Betrayal and duplicity are two of the novels major themes. Nikitin wears a pair of cufflinks
that display the ultimate symbol of duplicity, the Trojan Horse. His handler Borya, fascinated with Greek mythology and especially, Helen of Troy,
tells him: For the Gods, the big betrayal is betrayal of what you love. The greatest freedom is the freedom to betray. Borya sees in Helen a metaphor
for the Cold War in which blood was spilt for an impalpable ghost, namely the specter of Communist world domination. No such conspiracy existed.
Stalin followed the traditional Czarist foreign policy of maintaining a protective buffer zone around Russia. Like the Greeks storming the walls of
Troy, the early...
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