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our country. Cardinal Gibbons, he said, occupied a unique place in the citizenship of our country. For fifty years he had been a leader of men, firstin
the religious world and then in the civil order. While the children of the Catholic Church look up to him with greatest reverence as a Prince of the
Church, the people of the United States see in him a foremost citizen whose patriotism is of the most sincere type. He belongs with the great
American citizens of the first and second generations of the Republic, in whose minds were firmly anchored the great principles and ideals of the
new state, and in whose hearts were laid away the brightest hopes for the future of mankind in the new world, according as Divine Providence
should gradually open up to the suffering humanity of Europe its immense space and its boundless opportunities. Archbishop Glennon said that in
the fifty years of his episcopal life Cardinal Gibbons had done more than any other American in destroying the prejudices and misunderstandings
which veiled from our fellow-countrymen the genuine figure of Catholicism. His success in this respect was largely owing to never-failing tact,
gentleness and courtesy; to profound respect for the mental attitude of adversaries, and to an equally profound conviction of the great truths,
spiritual and moral, which he never failed to emphasize with an eloquence, at once simple, direct...
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